Aitken College 			Doctor’s Neurological Assessment			Name:
Task Overview
In this task you will assume the position of a doctor who has a patient presenting with particular neurological symptoms. As the examining doctor, you need to research three possible diagnoses, provide evidence for why these diagnoses were selected and then from these three, choose one diagnosis that you believe best explains the patient’s symptoms. 
The task is divided into three phases - 
1. Research Phase
Use the Research Guide and Research Grid to guide you in this phase.
In this phase you need to:
· find evidence for the symptoms of three possible diagnoses
· use the evidence to select one diagnosis that you believe best explains the patient’s symptoms. 
· find out the cause of the disease and which part of the nervous system is affected.
· find out which specialists will be involved in their treatment
· find tests that could be used to confirm the diagnosis
· find out the possible treatment options.

2. Diagnosis Phase
In this phase you need to consolidate all the information that you found in the research phase onto the Diagnosis Grid. You will use this document in the final part of the assessment task.
3. Patient Interview Phase
The final aspect of this assessment task is the completion of a Patient Interview. 
In this phase you will complete a transcript of the conversation between you as the doctor and the patient. This will consist of guided questions and will be completed under test conditions. You will use the Research Grid and Diagnosis Grid to help you write the transcript.
Assessment 
The rubric used to provide feedback on the skills you demonstrate in this task is shown on the following page.
Timeline
Lesson 1: Introduce assignment, allocate diagnosis, review Research Guide, start Diagnosis Grid
Lesson 2: Skill Development Activity - Evaluating evidence
Lesson 3: Work on Research Grid, finding information and evaluating evidence for patient interview
Lesson 4: Work on Research Grid, finding information and evaluating evidence for patient interview
Lesson 5: Write Patient interview; completed under test conditions







Assessment Rubric
	
	
	
	
	
tailors explanations to suit audience
	
	
	

	
	



	explains validity of evidence


	Identifies links between evidence from different sources
	
	explains subject specific words

	applies ideas
	
	identifies limitations of key ideas

	
	identifies validity of evidence
	uses multiple types of evidence
	
	defines subject specific words
	uses evidence to support ideas
	explains links between ideas
	evaluates importance of key ideas

	
	finds relevant evidence
	defines types of evidence
	uses required style
	uses subject specific words in correct context
	explains ideas
	identifies links between ideas
	explains key ideas

	
	finds evidence
	uses evidence
	lists sources
	uses general words
	lists facts
	discusses ideas
	identifies key ideas

	Skill
	evaluates evidence
	analyses evidence
	references sources
	terms
	forms ideas
	evaluates ideas
	makes conclusions





Explanations of Rubric Descriptors
	
	



	explains validity of evidence

An explanation is provided about why the evidence is valid. This could be by discussing the credentials of the person, company or organisation producing the information.
	Identifies links between evidence from different sources

Connections are shown in the research grid between the evidence. This could be by using arrows, highlighting or common terms or using a mindmap to show the connections.


	

	
	identifies validity of evidence

A statement is made in the research grid for why the evidence is valid such as identifying whether it is produced by a private or government organisation.

	uses multiple types of evidence

Different types of evidence (primary, secondary or tertiary sources) is used in the report.


	

	
	finds relevant evidence

The evidence included in the research grid is suitable to helping determine the diagnosis.


	defines types of evidence

The evidence included in the research grid is categorised as primary, secondary or tertiary and scientific and non-scientific.
	uses required style

All referenced included in the bibliography follow the required style.


	
	finds evidence

The evidence included in the research grid is not relevant to the diagnosis.


	uses evidence

A number of sources are included in the research grid but are not identified as to whether they are primary, secondary or tertiary and scientific or non-scientific.

	lists sources

References are included in the bibliography, however, they do not follow the required style.


	Skill
	evaluates evidence
	analyses evidence
	references sources



	
tailors explanations to suit audience

Words are explained within the context of the topic and in a manner that is suitable to the understanding of the patient.
	

	explains subject specific words

Words are explained using examples specific to the scenario.
	applies ideas

Ideas are applied to the scenario with in-text citations.
	 
	identifies limitations of key ideas

The conclusion explains the importance of key ideas and identifies uncertainties in what is currently known about the diagnosis. This could be related to the cause of disease, which areas of nervous system are affected, the specialists, the diagnostic tests and the treatment options

	defines subject specific words

Words are explained using dictionary type definitions.
	uses evidence to support ideas

Ideas are supported by evidence and explanations with in-text citations.
	explains links between ideas

Connections are stated and explained between ideas. For example, explaining the links between the cause of disease, the effect on the nervous system and the symptoms.
	evaluates importance of key ideas

The conclusion includes a summary of the key ideas and the importance of the information to the patient.

	uses subject specific words 


The words used are specific to the area of research.
	explains ideas

Ideas are explained, but no evidence with in-text citations are used to support these ideas.
	identifies links between ideas

Links are made without explanation. For example, linking a diagnostic test with identifying the affected part of nervous system, but not explaining why this confirms the patient’s diagnosis.
	explains key ideas

The conclusion includes a short explanation for the key ideas.

	uses general words

The words used are in common usage and are not specific to the area of research.

	lists facts

The information is predominantly a list of facts.
	discusses ideas

States ideas but doesn’t make any links between them. For example, discussing treatment options but not connecting how treatment would lessen specific symptoms.
	identifies key ideas

A summary without an explanation is provided of the main ideas in the conclusion. 

	terms
	forms ideas
	evaluates ideas
	makes conclusions



Research Guide
Reference: This material is based on information from the Learning Centre, University of Sydney (2000) Developing and Supporting an Argument, date accessed 31st August 2015.
During the research phase, it is important to use different types of sources and identify whether the evidence is valid. This information needs to be included in the Research Grid and is explained using the following questions.
Question 1. What type of sources and evidence is suitable to use in my research? 
Sources can be divided into three main groups.a) Primary sources are original materials.
e.g. laboratory notes, survey research, letters, diaries and photos.
b) Secondary sources are evaluations of primary sources. 
e.g. scientific reports, journal articles, magazine articles and newspaper articles.
c) Tertiary sources are a compilation of both primary and secondary sources. 
e.g. general textbooks, encyclopaedias and technical manuals.


In the discipline of Science, evidence is also divided into the categories; scientific and non-scientific.  · Scientific evidence
· journal articles, textbooks and encyclopaedias that are based on research data
· Non-scientific evidence 
· personal experiences, opinions and anecdotes – This type of evidence is often in blog sites, magazines for the general community and the media.
· 


Question 2: How can I identify whether the evidence is valid?
Not all evidence is equally valid or reliable and is often dependent on where it is from. It is important to check the credentials of the author(s) to determine whether the evidence is valid.Evidence can be from;
· government agency	-  personal blog     -   commercial company     - media article


Question 3: How can I reference my sources?
All the information used in the Research Grid, Diagnosis Grid and Patient Interview must be referenced using the Harvard Style. You can use the Bibliography Generator on MyAitken/Library Resources to help write the bibliography and the in-text citation in the correct format.
· In the Research Grid, include the reference details in the column provided for citations.
· In the Diagnosis Grid and Patient Interview, use in-text citations and a Bibliography 
For example, for information included from Encyclopedia Britannica, an in-text citation is used in the main body with the reference details included in the bibliography in Harvard form.Bibliography (Harvard style – author (date) title of article, book title, web address, date accessed.)
Williams (2016) Multiple Myeloma, Encyclopedia Britannica, http://school.eb.com.au/levels/high/article/54243, date accessed 13th April 2016. 

Multiple Myeloma is similar to Leukaemia in that there is an increase of abnormal cells in the bone marrow which results in a reduction in the immune system as the normal function of the bone marrow is compromised (Williams, 2016).


Research Grid	(Print to A3)											Name: _______________________________
	Possible diagnosis 1, 2 or 3 
	Citation
Harvard Style
(use the Bibliography Generator on MyAitken/Library Resources to  help write the bibliography and the in-text citation)
	primary
secondary
or tertiary
	scientific or
non-
scientific
	State if evidence is about:
a) symptoms
b) cause of disease and effect on nervous system
c) specialists
d) further diagnosis
e) treatment options
List the main ideas in dot point
	Evaluate validity
Provide an explanation of whether the evidence is valid by firstly identifying if it is from;
a) government agency (.gov)
b) education (.edu)
c) blog (personal views) (.com)
d) commercial company (.org)
e) media article (personal opinion) (.com)

	
	





	
	
	
	

	
	





	
	
	
	

	
	






	
	
	
	

	
	






	
	
	
	

	Possible diagnosis 1, 2 or 3 
	Citation
Harvard Style
(use the Bibliography Generator on MyAitken/Library Resources to  help write the bibliography and the in-text citation)
	primary
secondary
or tertiary
	scientific or
non-
scientific
	State if evidence is about:
a) symptoms
b) cause of disease and effect on nervous system
c) specialists
d) further diagnosis
e) treatment options
List the main ideas in dot point
	Evaluate validity
Provide an explanation of whether the evidence is valid by firstly identifying if it is from;
a) government agency (.gov)
b) education (.edu)
c) blog (personal views) (.com)
d) commercial company (.org)
e) media article (personal opinion) (.com)

	
	





	
	
	
	

	
	





	
	
	
	

	
	






	
	
	
	

	
	






	
	
	
	



[bookmark: _GoBack]Doctors Neurological Assessment: Diagnosis Grid 	(Print to A3)							
Scenario
Symptoms


Summarise the evidence for why each disease could be a possible diagnosis. Remember to include in-text citations and references in the bibliography below.
Bibliography for references included above.
Evidence for Diagnosis #3                                                                    
Evidence for Diagnosis #2                                                                     
Evidence for Diagnosis #1                                                                      (2)
Possible Diagnosis #1                                            
Possible Diagnosis #3                                               
Possible Diagnosis #2 

Bibliography for references included above.
List the Specialists involved in the treatment.
Provide a description of treatment options available for the patient and explain how they work.
List further tests which could be used to confirm the diagnosis.
 Identify the cause of the disease and which part of the nervous system is affected and use this to explain the listed symptoms.
Summarise the evidence for each section below. Remember to include in-text citations and references in the bibliography at the bottom of the page.
Explanation
 Selected Diagnosis
Select the diagnoses that you believe best explains the patient’s symptoms. Explain how you arrived at your decision. Complete the sections below for this diagnosis.





